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MR. WOODWORTH’S REPLY, 
(Continued from p. 325.) 

1. In our last number we disposed of ten para- 
graphs of Mr. Fitz’s remarks, and shall now prp- 
ceed with afew more. It is hoped that our readers 
will have patience: we are sensible that to many 
who are in the truth, this controversy is like a useless 
waste of time and paper; but we can assure them 
that it has not been unproductive of good effects. 
The ludicrous shifts to which we have driven our 
opponent, have already opened the eyes of many of 
his friends. ‘Truth is mighty and must prevail. 

2. In his eleventh paragraph, Mr. Fitz exultingly 
asks, “ What has man done ?” To this question we 
reply, that many men have done what the apostle 
beseeches his Corinthian brethren to do, viz. “ be- 
come reconciled to God,” and “ walk in newness of 
life.’ Many men have done what the Scriptures 
require of every man; viz—they have “put away 
the evil of their doings ;” not merely their doings, 
but the evil motives from which they originated ; 
they have “ceased to do evil, and learned to do 
well;” they have repented of their past sins, and, by 
faithful perseverance, overcome every inclination 
tocommit such sins in future; they have subdued, 


and keep under subjection, the evil affections of 


their own hearts; they have ceased to love them- 
selves and the world, more than God and their 
neighbours, and have learned to love God above all 
things, and their neighbour as themselves ; thus they 
have entered into life by keeping the command- 
ments, for “love is the fulfilling of the law ;” and 
“in keeping the commandments [not for keeping 
them] is great reward.” They “have passed from 
death unto life ;” they have ‘ fought the good fight,’ 
they first believed, and were then baptized, not with 
water merely, but with truth and goodness, or with 
the holy spirit and with fire.” They “opened the 
door” at the knocking of the Lord; they heard the 
word of God, and did it. In short—they have co- 
operated with God in the great work of purifying 
their own hearts, and have, consequently, become 
the recipients of his love and wisdom ; and are now 
the happy subjects of his blessed kingdom on earth, 
or in the heavens. This is what man has done in 
thousands of instances ; this is what every man can 
do, by power which is continually given him from 
above ; and this is what man must do, or he “ can 
never see the kingdom of God ;” because this is 
the only method by which he can “become recon- 
ciled to God,” and the only condition on which he 
can “receive the atonement.” A compliance with 
this condition will alone obtain it. 

53. In his twelfth payagraph Mr. F. asks what we 
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“mean by immortality 2?” Let this question be set- 
tled at once—We mean exemption from death— 
life never to end—a conscious existence that shall 
never cease. Does it necessarily follow, that an ex- 
istence which can never cease must be a series of 
uninterrupted felicity ? We think not. 

4. It is readily granted that in the corresponden- 
tial, significative, and figurative language of the Bi- 
ble, heaven and hell, love and hate, wisdom and folly, 
goodness and evil, truth and error, righteousness and 
wickedness, and a host of other opposites, are often 
designated (when applied to spiritual subjects) by the 
terms life and death, for no other words could con- 
trast them so strikingly and effectually. In addition 
to this, let it be remembered, that properly speak- 
ing, life belongs to the Divine Being alone, for he 
alone has life in himself—or life underived; and 
all other beings are only recipients of life from him. 
But we receive and manifest this life variously, 
each one according to the state of his affections. In 
this respect, we are like mirrors; for when the 
pure light of the sun is ieceived by a spotted, 
stained, or imperfect glass, it is reflected in a 
peiverted, discoloured, disordered, and imperfect 
manner; while the same light, reflected from a 
more pure and perfect mirror, will retain more of 
its Original purity and perfection. So the life which 
the wicked and unregenerate receive from the Lord, 
is reflected or manifested, in evil and falsehood ; 
while the “ pure in heart” manifest the same life in 
goodness and truth. Thus the same heat, light, 
and moisture, which the rose receives and exhales 
in perfume, is turned to deadly poison by the som- 
nific properties of the poppy ; and the same juices 
which the bee converts to honey, Secome venoin 
in the recipient organs of the spides. 

5. As all life is from the Lorc, who alone hath 
life in himself, therefore, the Apostle says that Jesug 
Christ alone hath immortetity, though Mr. Fitz 
would make his readers delieve that Jesus Christ 
was a mere man!!! Hear what Paul says to Timo- 
thy, for he addresses him as if a human being could 
do something : “ Follow after righteousness, godli- 
ness, faith—lay hold on eternal life.” Paul had an 
idea that Timothy could do all this, or he certainly 
would not have exhorted him to do it; and we 
never heard that Timothy replied “.Man can do 
nothing. Hallelujah!” But hear Paul further: 
“Keep this commandment without spot, unrebuka- 
ble, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
which in his times he shall show; the blessed and 
only potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; 
who only hath immortality, [or life in himself;)} 
dwelling in the light [the ineffable divinity] whick 
















































no man Can approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen or can see: to whom be honour and powei 
everlasting, Amen.” 1 Tim. vi. 11, 12, 16, 

6. Thus it appears, from apostolic testimony, that 
Jesus Christ alone hath immortality; in other 
words, that he alone hath life in himself, for the Fa- 
ther. or Divine Love is in him, agreeably to his own 
declaration; “Lam in the Father, and the Father 
in me;” John xiv. 11. Again, “For as the Father 
hath lite in himself, so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself; John v. 26. And again, “ He 
that hath seen ine, hath seen the Father ;” Jolin iv. 
9 And yet again, “LT and my Father are one.” 
Jobn x. 30. Allother beings receive life from him, 
by continual and perpetual influx, as the aniinai, 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms of our earth re- 
ceive their hfe from the natural sun. Angels, men, 
and devils, all receive life from the same divine 
fountain; but as the streams become more or less 
aduierated by the channels through which they flow, 
this lite 1s manifested differently, according to their 
This life flows into 


them eternally, and consequently this life is immor- 


affection for the good or evil. 


tality ; a glorious immortality to the regenerate, and 
a never ending life of shame, degradation, and wo, 
Those who have fol- 
lowed their Lord in the regeneration, and who have 
become new creatures in Christ, manifest this life 
in the light of truth, by deeds that “are wrought in 
God; while those who remain dead in the deeds of 
the old man, manifest it in darkness, because they 
‘hate the light, neither come to the light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved.” 

7. All who wilfully remain in a natural or unre- 
generated state, are said to “die in Adam;” and 


all who fly fiom it by repentance, conversion, refor- 


to the wilfully impenitent. 


mation, and regeneration, become ‘alive in Christ.’ 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” Again—“ If any man be in Christ 
he is a new creasure.” 411 who attribute goodness 
and truth to themselves, thus die in Adam, for this 
was the sin of the Adamic Chuch; whereas all 
who lead + good life, and acknowledge from the 
heart, that rn is the Lord who “ worketh.in them to 
will and to do of his own good pleasure,” are made 
alive in Christ, and become new creatures; with 
them old things are passed away, and all things are 
become new. But,says our Lord, “ He that believ- 
eth not the Son shall not see life ;” by which we are 
taught that with him who denies the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, life is turned iato death, as the sweet- 
est juices of the most wholesome vegetable are per- 
verted to venom by the very reptiles whose exist- 
ence they sustain. 

8. Thus Mr. Fitz may see, if he will suffer the 
scales of prejudice to fall trom his mental eyes, that 
it is possible for a man to live for ever, without 
“believing on the Son of God;” and that while 
some are made alive in Christ, by a faithful seeking 
of “those things which are above,” others, alas! 
remain tor ever out of Christ, by wilfully hiding 
their talent in the earth, hoping to be saved by 
merely exclaiming “Lord, Lord.” These latter 
exist in a state of “outer darkness, where there is 
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weeping and gnasuing of teeth;” and this state, 
compared with a life of heaven, is very properly 
denominated death. 
that it is impossible for man to be made “alive jn 


Mr. Fitz may rest assured, 


Christ,” and raised to the resurrection of life, 
(Christ says, I am the resurrection and the life) 
until he has become “ conjoined to the Lord” by 
love, faith, and obedience. . 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. W.’s second paragraph is made up of posi 
tive assertions. Mr. W. says, of the “ only condi- 
tion on which man can receive the atonement,” that 
it is “to co-operate with God inthe great work of 
purifying their own hearts.” He declares that “ this 
is the only method by which he can ‘become recon 
ciled to God.’ ” 

It is now a proper time to give Mr. W. credit for 
consistency. He professes to labour “for the dis 
semination of the heavenly doctrines of the New- 
Jerusalem, as contained in the writings of Emanuel 
* [tis not the gospel of Christ, but of 
Swedenborg, which Mr. W. preaches. 


Swedenborg. 
Now we la- 
bour to disseininate the doctrine of Christ, as tanght 
by all God’s holy prophets and apostles. There- 
fore, we offer the following as testimony, in opposi- 
tion to Mr. Swedenborg, and his disciple Mr. Wood- 
worth. Rom. y. 11. “ We also joy in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement.” Ot reconciliation, Paul says, 
of God’s method, that it is not to impute their 
transgressions unto them; that is, unto the world. 
Thus Mr. Swedenborg’s disciple, and Christ’s dis- 
ciple are at issue! 

Mr. W.’s third paragraph settles the question, as 
he says, atonce. Sir, we take your definition of 
the term immortality. “Exemption from death— 
We will! 
tell you, Sir, what “ necessarily follows.” It follows, 
that in your sixth paragraph, you define immortality 
to signify divine love!!! 


life never to end—a conscions existence.” 


Divine love in all! Sir. 
we congratulate you on slipping, for once, on the 
side of truth, in opposition to the absurd errors of 
your master. ‘Immortality is exemption from death.’ 
Our Bible says, “'To be carnally minded is death.” 
All men, therefore, by your own confession, will be 
exempt from the carnal mind, which “is enmity 
against God,” and is not subject to his law. They 
will all be subject to God’s law, for all will be im- 
mortal, and immortality is Divine Love. If this wilt 
not prodace “uninterrupted felicity,” we should 
like to know what will. 

Mr. W.’s fourth paragraph is confined to the dis- 
semination of Mr. Swedenborg’s doctrine. 

Mr. W.’s fifth paragraph is calculated to impose 
upon and to deceive the reader. He declares, “ the 
apostle says, that Jesus Christ alone hath immor- 
tality, though Mr. Fitz would make his readers be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ was a mere man.” We re- 
quest the reader to examine 1 Tim. vi. 11-16, the 
intermediate verses of which Mr. W. omitted! He 
will learn that God only hath immortality. We 
teach, that Jesus Christ is the “ Son of God.” 

Mr. W.’s sixth paragraph teaches, that “ devils 
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receive life from the same divine fountain ;” that 
“this life flows into them eternally, and conse- 
quently this life is immortality.” Fine logic this: 
Devils receive eternal life from the Divine Foun- 
tain, and this life is immortality; that is, “ the Fa- 
ther, or Divine Love.” We are of opinion that Mr. 
W. will confound and disgust every reasonable man 
who shall read his wonderful expositions. 

Wr. W.’s seventh paragraph increases our alarm 
for his condition. Why, Sir, you are outrageously 
attacking reason and common sense. You now de- 
ny that your tmmortal sinners and devils shall see 
life. And more wonderful still, in your next para- 
graph you declare, “ Thus Mr, Fitz may see, if he 
will suffer the scales of prejudice to fall from his 
mental eyes, that it is possible for man to live for 
ever, without believing on the Son of God.” More 
than this, we are also told of “ all being made alive 
sn Christ ;” and that “ others, alas! remain for ever 
out of Christ.” If Mr. W.’s logic does not bring 
Mr. Swedenborg’s system into disrepute, it will 
prove to our satisfaction, that absurdity and iucon- 
sistency are preferred to reason and truth. We 
have never been more deeply impressed than we 
are at present, of the imbecility of unbelievers, and 
the folly of their attempts to evade the truth. 

{To be continued.) 
— = 
From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 
CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
-? Lecture on 2 Thess. i. 6-10. delivered at Roches- 
ter, (NM. Y.) Nov. 24, 1823, by Br. 3.8. THOMPSON. 
(Concluded from p. 372.) 

The dispersion of the Jewish nation, according to 
the prediction of Amos, ix. 9, is called in my 
text destruction, which word derived from destruo, 
signifies to unbuild, to decompose, or pull down. 
John ii. 19, Luke xxi. 6. It may be admitted— 
Hosea xiii. 9, Matt. xxi. 41, Mark xii. 9, Rom. ix. 
22, 1 Thess. i. 9, and v. 3, 2 Thess. i. 9, and ii. 3, 
Philipp. i. 29, Heb. x. 39, and 2 Pet. iii. 7. For in 
all these places, the Jewish nation, as a collective 
fody, appears to be the subject of destruction or 
dispersion. But hence we cannot infer the annihi- 
lation of their persons, for that God who threatened 
to sift them among all nations, promised that nota 
grain shall be lost, but all the seed of Israel shall be 
glorified. Amos ix. 9, Isa. xlv. 25. The God of 
eternal mercy promised to Israel, that though he 
make a full end of all nations, whether he has scat- 
tered them, yet will he not make a full end of them, 
but correct them in measure, and not leave them 
wholly unpunished. Jer. xxx. 11, and xlvi. 29. How 
awfully this prophecy has been fulfilled, hear its 
accomplishment in the words of the Jews themselves, 
“ Romans, Persians, Saracens, Christians, Mahom- 
etans, every nation and sect, have successively 
raised their arm against us ; and from the Nile to the 
Vistula, from the Tagus to the Euphrates,every coun- 
try has seen our blohd flowing.” Destruction,olethron 
™m my text, is the Kolasis, punishment, Matt. xxv. 
46, into which the unbelieving Jews went away. 


Kolasis, of which they who blasphemed the holy 

spirit were in danger. Mark iii. 29. The blindness 

which has happened to them till the fulness of the 

Gentiles come. Rom. xi. 25. This Kolasis is pro- 

duced by fear, or apprehension, 1 John iv. 13, and 

is the effect of unbelief. The severity of God's 

judgments on this unhappy people is set forth under 

the metaphor of a furnace of fire, Ex. xxii. 17, 18, 

19, 20, 21, 22, Isa. xxxi. 9, Matt. xiii. 42, into 

which God predicted he would gather them as men 

gather lead and tin, and melt them in the midst of 
his furnace, which was in Jerusalem. This prophe- 

cy was verified at the destruction of Jerusalem by 

Titus, the Roman general. Christ foretold, that 

dreadful period should be a@ time of trouble such as 
there never was, nor ever should be hereafter. Matt. 
xxiv. 21. Here permit me to remark, this text 
alone is sufficient to overthrow the Pagan doctrines 
of hell and endless misery. If there were not an- 
other in the bible opposed to these horrible dogmas, 
it would be imperative on all men, to deny its au- 
thenticity or abandon the terrific doctrine of eter- 
nal torture. “ If, says Josephus, all the misfortunes 
of all nations from the beginning of the world were 
compared with those which befell the Jews, they 
would appear much less in comparison. The de- 
struction of this people, exceeded all the destruc- 
tions ever God or man brought on the world.” He 
calculates 1,100,000 were destroyed in the siege, 
237,000 who perished in other places, besides innu- 
merable multitudes swept away by famine and pes- 
tilence, of which no calculation could be made. 
Above 2,000 laid violent hands on themselves. 
97,000 were sold slaves. 11,000 were starved to 
death under one leader. A lady of 1ank was seen 
to murder and eat her own child. Manneus, aJew, 
who fled to Titus, affirmed that from the beginning 
of the siege on the 14th of April, to the Ist of July, 
115,880 dead bodies had been carried out through 
one gate, of which the keeping had been committed 
to him. Many respectable deserters assured Titus 
that not less than 600,000 poor, had been cast out at 
the different gates ; and whilst he beheld the dead 
piled under the walls, raised his hands to heaven, 
and protested he had not been the cause of this de- 
plorable calamity. Moreover, the Jews, who had 
been vanquished by the army of Vespasian, having 
fled to the ships, were pursued by a horrible tempest, 
which dashed their vessels against each other, and 
against the rocks, so that the raging billows were 
literally stained with blood, and 4,200 dead bodies 
were strewed along the shore. 

On the 10th of August, A. D. 70, 1030 years 
from the foundation of the first temple by Solomon, 
and 639 after it had been rebuilt by Haggai; that 
fatal day on which it had formerly been destroyed 
by the king of Babylon, a Roman soldier, contrary 
to the command of Titus, urged as he declared by a 
divine impulse, threw a flaming brand into the gold- 
en window of the temple, which instantly set the 
building in flames. The Romans ranged the streets 
murdering all without distinction, till the dead bo- 
dies choked up the alleys, and the blood literally 





The aionian judgment, or as some MSS. have it, 


flowed in streams down the channels of the city. 
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On the 8th of Sept. A. D. 70, the siege terminated, 
leaving Jerusalem, the subject of a thousand prophe- 
cies, and once the praise of the earth, destroyed by 
the flame, bleeding on every side, and sunk in ruin 
and desolation. Sixty-four years after the destruc- 
tion of that capital, the Jews rebelled against the 


Roman government undet the administration of 


Adrian. He demolished 986 of their best towns, 
and slew 585,000 by the edge of the sword, besides 
countless numbers which perished by famine, sick- 
ness, and fire. Judea was depopulated, and an in- 
credible number of its inhabitants sold like horses, 
and dispersed over the face of the earth. Surely 
these were the days of vengeance in which all things 
that were written were accomplished. Luke xxi. 22. 

Some have wildly imagined that the fire in which 
Christ appeared was a sign of divine vengeance, 
and will be the very instrument of destruction. But 
surely if our bodies be changed, or raised incorrupti- 
ble and immortal, suck bodies shall be able to abide 
the fire as Christ. If then Christ endure no pain 
by appearing in fire, neither will we, nor can it tor- 


ment us more than our Judge! 


Let such gross 
ideas be banished from all rational minds. 

Another design or transaction of Christ’s 
coming was to gather together his elect, or his 
saints, i. e. the christians from the four winds of 
heaven, and cause them to come from the east and 
froin the west; fiom the north and from the south, 
and sit down in the kingdom of God. Matt. viii. 
11, and xxiv.31. Our Lord encouraged the Chris- 


0 
-. 


tians, On seeing the signs that preceded the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, to lift up their heads, for then the 
day of their redemption draws nigh, and the king- 
dom uf God was at hand. Luke xxi. 28, 31, Joel ii. 
30. had foretold that whosoever should call on the 
name of the Lord should be saved from the calami- 
ties which should come on the unbelieving Jews. 
Accordingly, Eusebius’ Hist. Eccl. L. 3, c. 5, and 
Epiphanius, Her. Naz. s. 7, inform us that at the 
beginning of the war the Christians were warned to 
escape to Pella beyond Jordan, in the country of 
Perca where they were preserved. Josephus re- 
marks that when Cestius Gallus, President of Syria, 
had besieged Jerusalem, and taken the lower city, 
and might have taken the upper, and immediately 
put an end tothe war, he suddenly quit the siege 
without any visible cause, and then many fled out 
of the city, as from a sinking ship. Bell. Jud. L. 
2.c. 40. Christ forewarned his followers to flee to 
the mountains as soon as they would see Jerusalem 
encompassed with armies. They obeyed, and were, 
as Joel predicted, saved from destruction with a 
Matthew, Mark, and Paul, are 


great deliverance. 
peculiarly careful to connect the time of the gather- 
ing of the saints with that of the coming of the Son 
of Man. Matt. xxiv. 31, and xxv. 31. Mark xiii. 27. 
2 Thess. ii. 1. These passages of scripture may be 


referred to Psa. 1.5. Gather my saints unto me. 
Zech. xiv. 5. The Lord shall come and all his 
saints. Bishop Newton justly observes, Diss. 20, 
on the Prophecies, “ This is all in the style and 
phraseology of the prophets ; but stripped of figure, 
only means that after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
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Christ by his angels, or ministers of the gospel, 
would collect a glorious church and people, having 
thrust out the Jews from the kingdom of God. No- 
thing ever tended so powerfully and directly to the 
establishment of Christianity as the dispersion of 
the Jewish nation and abolition of the temple 
service.” 

The createst part of the converts to Christianity 
during the apostolic age, were Jews or proselytes to 
their religion, Acts xvii. 4. These being all zea- 
lous of the law, Acts xxi.20, persevered in synagogue 
worship, in which also many of the @entiles joined, 
especially those of Corinth, Galatia, Philippi, and 
Thessalonica. Thousands of these Judaising 
Christians attended the grand festival at Jerusalem, 


beheld the signs of our Lord’s coming and the con- 
firmation of all their hopes by the manifestation of 
our Saviour’s faithfulness and exalted majesty 
Perceiving the design of God to abolish the temple 
and synagogue services, and set up a more pure, 
simple, and spiritual worship, they betook them- 
selves to the more sacred services of the new and 
better covenant. Thus faith being established in 
Christ’s Mission, they immediately formed churches 
and laid the foundation of that kingdom of God and 
heaven so frequently noticed by the sacred writers. 
Hence in that day of Christ’s triumph over the re- 
bellious Jews, who would not have him to reign 
over them; in that day of the establishment of 
Christianity, and gathering of the elect, Christ was 
glorified by the saints, and admired by all that be- 
lieved. 2 Thess. i. 10. 

This gathering together of the elect at the estab- 
lishment of Christianity, is the first resurrection, and 
the second death or destruction of the apostolic 
Jews, had no power over the Cliristians who fell not 
away in the general apostacy. Rev. ii. 11. This 
was the time when the dead small and great stood 
before God, and were judged every one out of the 
books according to their works. Rev. xx. 11, 12. 
The coming of the Son of Man when every one 
was rewarded according to his works. Matt. xvi. 27. 
The time when the wicked as goats were sent away 
into aionian, correction ;—and the righteous shone 
forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their Father. 
Matt. xxv. 46, and xiii. 43. 

This was the hour in which all that were in the 
graves heard the voice of the Son of God; and 
came forth, some to the resurrection of aionian or 
christian life ; others to the resurrection of condem- 
nation, or exclusion from the gospel privileges, be- 
cause of unbelief. John v. 29. Heb. iv. 6. See also 
Dan. xii. 2, especially the end of the 7th verse. This 
was the day God had appointed to judge the world 
by the man whom he had ordained. Acts xvii. 31. 
I know of no other coming to judgment, no other 
general judgment according to works, nor no other 
general resurrection !! 

How absurdly do predestinarians who believe 
God predetermined the fate of all men before the 
foundation of the world, almost the whole Christian 
world who believe man’s destiny to be fixed at death, 
talk of a future general judgment. What! Does 
Jehowah not know the hearts of men, or does he 
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need to summon evidence! Will he compel his 
holy ones to leave their blissful abodes, and recall 
from tartarian cells the souls of the damned, to ob- 
tain a verdict in favour of the prisoners, or against 
the Judge who prematurely passed sentence on 
them? Ovrash mortals, accuse not your God of 
human folly, by supposing that he needs to recon- 


sider his past conduct. 

Christ plainly declares the Father judgeth no 
man. John v. 22. He as plainly asserts that he 
udges no man. John vin. 15, and xii. 47. Who 
then will hold this fanciful tribunal, before which 
the whole world must be convoked ? Where shall 
they assemble, or what plain shall be large enough 
to afford a general view of the convocatory? Hear 
ye deaf, the words of Christ. John xii. 48. “ The 
word, [or doctrine) which Ihave spoken, the same 
shall judge him.” 

but, cries one, will not the judgment be after 
Jeath? as Paul says, Heb. ix. 27. I answer, No. 
Paul says no such thing. His reasoning determines 
that Christ died only once as othermen, But after 
this, the death of Christ, the judgment. Hark !— 
This judgment was an eternal and universal ac- 
quital; for this judgment came upon all men to 
justification of life! Rom. v. 18. By one offering 
he perfected for ever them that were sanctified and 
obtained eternal redemption. Heb. ix. 12, and 
x. 14. 

The whole fable of a judgment after death, arose 
from the Egyptian funeral ceremonies. The corps 
was conducted in a boat, over the lake Acherusia, 
and Charon the ferryman having produced the 
body on the opposite shore, the magistrate passed 
judgment en it, whether it should be buried or not. 
This ceremony administered sufficient data to the 
fertile genius of Orpheus, for the whole story about 
hell and the judgment after death. See Rollin’s 
History, vol. 1, and Chateaubriand’s travels. The 
Bible says nothing of a judgment after death, nor 
of Christ’s coming to such a judgment. All is fan- 
cy, all tradition, all paganism! The evangelical 
judgment is during life. Every day we stand be- 
fore the judment seat of Christ, and receive in body 
aceording to that which we have done. 2 Corinthi- 
ans v. 10. 

We have seen in this discourse, that God recom- 
pensed tribulation to the persecuting Jews in this 
life; and to the troubled followers of Jesus, tran- 
quility. What countless myriads of the former, be- 
came the sport of war, horror, and destruction! to 
the latter, the sun of righteousness arises with heal- 
ing in his wings! Not one Christian perished in the 
deluge of blood and devastation ; for he who knows 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, and reserve 
the unjust to the day of judgment, 2 Peter ii. 9, he 
said, not a hair of their heads should perish. Luke 
xxi. 13. Who can seriously reflect on these equit- 
able arrangements of Providence, and not exclaim, 
Verily, there is a reward for the righteous; there is 
a God who judgeth in the earth! Ps. Ixviii. 11. The 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner! Prov. xi, 31. 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

In the “Connecticut Evangelical Magazine,” 
edited by fifteen clergymen, we find the following : 
Page 298, “ When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram im- 
piously rebelled against the Lord, he caused the 
earth to open her mouth, and swallow them up, 
with their wives, sons, and little children. Thus, 
by destroying the children of these wicked men, as 
a token of his awful displeasure against their daring 
impiety, God visited upon them the iniquity of 
their fathers.” Again, page 332—“ The children 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, were sinners. They 
were also creatures, whose lives were at the divine 
disposal. God therefore had a perfect right to take 
their lives, as he pleased. He would have had a 
just right to cause the earth to open her mouth and 
swallow them up, though their fathers had been the 
best ofmen. He had the same right to take their 
lives in this way, as by sickness, burning of houses, 
or any other calamity. Therefore God did them no 
injustice, in thus destroying them on account of the 
daring wickedness of their parents, and as a token 
of his displeasure against it.” 

Now my Bible teaches me, that the children of 
Korah and his company, were not consumed with 
their fathers, for we read in Num. xxvi. 9, 10, 11. 
“This is that Dathan, and Abiram, which were fa- 
mous in the congregation, who strove against Moses 
and against Aaron, in the company of Korah, when 
they strove against the Lord: and the earth opened 
her mouth and swallowed them up together with Ko- 
rah, when that company died; what time the fire 
devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they be- 
camea sign. Notwithstanding, the children of Ko- 
rah died not.” Now, Mr. Editor, although there 
appears to be a contradiction between the Bible and 
the Editors of the Magazine, still fam unwilling, 
and almost unable, to believe that fifteen of the 
most learned and respectable clergymen in Con- 
necticut, could either ignorantly or wilfully publish 
and disseminate error. May not the translation be 
erroneous, or may there not be some interpolation ? 
Your remarks on the subject, if you think it worth 
your attention, would oblige me, and perhaps serve 
to enlighten my understanding. S. R. SIBLEY. 

ANSWER. 

We read in Num. xvi. 27-33, of the destruction 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. It would appear 
that the children of Korah were also destroyed, by 
reading the 27th and 30th verses only; but, the 
32d verse declares that all the men were swallowed 
up. This is proved to be the correct view of the 
passage by the correction, or exposition of the wri- 
ter of the book ; who informs us, in the 26th chap- 
ter, that “ the children of Kovah died not.” 

It appears the fifteen learned clergymen are igno- 
rant of some things. They ongit to read the Bible 
more attentively, and not mislead the public by 
wrong statements. 





—_-—<j— 
MOTIVES TO MINISTERS. 
An old divine, preaching before an association of 
ministers, and desiring to quicken them in regard 
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acted, pointed them to the last and awful day of judg- 
ment; and having considered Christ the Judge, as 
seated on the throne, he represented hin as calling 
his ministers to an account; inquiring how they 
had preached, and with what views. 
He calls one first, and puts this question to him 

“What did you preach for?” He “] 
preached, Lord, that I might keep a good hving left 


answers, 


me by my father; and which would have been lost 
to the family if T had not taken orders.” Christ says 
to him, “ Stand by; thou hast had thy reward.” 

The question is put to another: “And what did 
you preach for?” He replies, “ Lord, [ was ap- 
plauded as a very d arped man; and I preached to 
keep up the reputation of an eloquent orator, aad 
an ingenious preachet.”” Christ’s answer to him also 
was * Stand by; thou hast had thy reward.” 

The Judge puts the question to a third: “ And 
* Lord, (said he,) I nei- 


” 


what did you preach for - 
ther aimed at the great things of this world, though 
I was thankful for the conveniencies of life, which 
thou gavest me; nor did I preach to acquire the 
character of a wit or a scholar, but I preached in 
compassion to souls, and to please and honour thee. 
My design in preaching, Lord, was to win souls to 
thy blessed Majesty!” Upon this, the Judge called 
out, “ Room, men, room! Angels, let this man come 
and sit down with me, on my throne; he has owned 
und honoured me upon earth, and I will own and 
honour him through eternity !” 

The result of this representation was, that all the 
clergymen went home much affected; resolving, 
that through the help of God, they would mind 
their work more, and look betler to their aims and 
ends ever after. Plain Truth. 

- —S-—— 

LAVATER’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY. 
Extract from his private diary of a self-observer, 
January 2, 1769. 

“ Awoke at six o’clock—remembered that I am 
mortal; gave thanks to God; and read the oth, 6th, 
and 7th chapters of St. Matthew. What a treasure 
of pure morality! I now went to my avocations, and 
continued them till noon. My wife asked me du- 
ring dinner what sentiment I had chosen for the 
day ? “ Give to him that asketh ; and from him that 
would borrow turn not thou away.” “ Pray, how is 
this to be understood ?” said she. “ Literally. We 
must take the words as if we heard Jesus Christ 
himself pronounce them. Iam the steward, not 
the proprietor of my possessions.” 

Just as I arose from dinner, a widow desired to 
speak with me. “ You will excuse me, dear sir,” 
said she, “1 must pay my rent, and I am six dollars 
short. Ihave been ill a whole month, and could 
scarcely keep my poor children from starving. I 
have laid by every penny—but I am six dollars 
short, and must have them to-day or to-morrow— 
pray hear me, dear sir.” Here she presented me a 
book enchased with silver. “My late husband,” 
said she, “gave it to me when we were betrothed. 
I part with it with reluctance, and know not when 
I can redeem it. O, dear sir, cannot you assist me?” 
“My cood woman, indeed I cannot.” So saying, 





= a ee ee 
put my hand into my pocket, and touched my 
money; it was about two dollars anda half. « It 
won't do,” said I to :nyself, and if it would, I shai) 
want it. “ Have you no friend, (said I,) who woy}y 
give you such a trifle?” “No, not a soul Jiyip- 
nd Ido not like to go from house to house | 
would rather work whole nights. I have been told 
that you are a good-natured gentleman ; and if you 
cannot assist me, you will, | hope, excuse me, for 
having given you so much trouble. I will try joy 
I can extricate myself; God has never forsaken i 
and I hope he will not begin to turn his back ws 
mein my 76th year.” The same moment my wife 
entered the room. ‘ 

I was—O thou traitorous heart!—I was angry. 
ashamed, and should have been glad if I could |) ne 
sent her away under soine pretext or other, for ny 
conscience whispered to me, “ Give to him wh 
asketh thee.” My wife toe, whispered irresistibjy in 
my ear, “she is a pious, honest woman; shie rm 
certainly been ill; assist her if you can.” “ T hays 
no more than two dollars by me,” answered [, in a 
whisper, “and she wants six; how, therefore, cay | 
answer her demand; I will give something and 
send her away.” My wife squeezed my hand ten 
derly ; smiling and beseeching me by her looks 
She then said aloud, what my conscience had 
whispered to me before; “ Give to him that asketh 
thee, and do not turn away from him who would 
borrow of thee.” I smiled, and asked her whether 
she would give her ring, in order to enable me to 
do it? “ With great pleasure,” 
her ring. The good old women was either too sim- 


said she, pulling off 


ple to observe this, or too modest to take advantags 
of it. However, when she was going, my wife told 
her to wait a little in the passage: “ Were you in 
eamest, my dear, when you offered your ring 7” sail 
I, as soon as we were in private. “I am_ surprised 
that you can ask that question; do you think I sport 
with charity? Remember what you said an hour 
ago. You have always been so benevolent; an‘ 
why are you now backward in assisting that pow 
woman? Why did you not give her what money 
you had to spare? Do you not know that there ar 
six dollars in your bureau, and that it will be quar- 
ter day in ten days?” I pressed my wife to my bo- 
som and dropped a tear. “ You are more righteous 
than I! Keep your ring; you have made me blus! 

I then went to the bureau and took the six dollars. 
When I was going to open the door to call th: 
widow, I was seized with horror, because I had said, 
O thou traitorous tongu: 

“There, take the money,” 
She seemed at first & 


“T cannot help you.” 
thou deceitful heart! 
said I, “ which you want.” 
suppose it was only a small contribution, and kissed 
my hand. But when she saw the six dollars, her 
astonishment was so great, that for a moment sl) 
could not speak. She then said, “ How shall i thank 
you? I cannot repay. you; I have got nothing but 
this poor book, and it is old.” “ Keep your book 
and money, (said I,) and thank God, and not m 
Indeed I do not deserve it, because IT have hesitated 
so long to assist you. Go, in the name of God, av" 
say not one word more.” 
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RELIGIOUS EXPENDITURES. 

. The labourer is worthy of his hire.” Luke x. 7. 
We are fully of opinion that a knowledge of the 
amount of the exorbitant sums raised and expend- 


ed annually in this couniry for religious purposes, 


would produce an inquiry into the advantages winch 

re 
In addition to this, the consideration that a portion 
of every community are widows and fatherless 
children, or persons whom circumstances have made 
necessitous, and objects of rational charity, who are 
justly entitled to the regard and attention of their 
fellows, make it evident, that the means so lavishly 
expended might be used for a certain good, and to 
produce results the most gratifying to the best feel- 
ings of humanity. 

The greatest foible of the present day, is a desire 
of show, parade, and pre-eminence. Even the 
xyowed meek and humble servant of Christ, who on 
the Sabbath preaches the vanity of this world, its 
possessions and enjoyments, and exhorts all to so- 
berness and moderation, with all the etceteras of 
christian abstinence, appears, on Monday, a man of 
the despised world, living in all the contemned 
pride and luxury of modern folly. His superfluous 
expenses would maintain a dozen widows, or supply 
the wants of as many orphans, whem an unfeeling 
world pass by unheeded. How many lay, as it 
were, at the gate of his splendid house, and would 
receive the “ crumbs that fall from his table !” 

Modern rich men must die; and if they, accord- 
ing to the orthodox and literal understanding of 
Christ’s declaration, “ should lift up their eyes in 
Hell, being in torment,” aud see the despised poor 
in Abraham’s bosom, they would feel what they now 
talk so much about, that the things of this world 
we vanity. Yea, and it would vex their spirits too, 
were they to be made sharers of the torments they 
so liberally denounce on others. 

“ Physician heal thyself.” This is an old saying. 
Spiritual physicians are endeavouring to heal their 
congregations of pride, luxury, and uncharitable- 
ness. Let them try their skill on themselves. 
Vie with their hearers in plainness, frugality, and 
prudence; and not ape the rich, and strain every 
nerve to shine in all the splendour of pride and pro- 
fusion. 


supposed to result from these disbursements. 


“The labourer is worthy of his hire,” and no 


more. The surplus sums that are expended in 
fashionable follies, belong to the necessitous. It 
would be a glorious era in the annals of Christen- 
dom, if all would rise as one man, and afford the 
clergy of the present day an opportunity of veri- 
fying the truth of their declarations, that they are 
willing to be devoted to the cause of God and reli- 
gion. Remove the present stimulant, the exorbitant 
salaries, and test the pretensions of those who are 
nursed in the lap of pride, luxury, and indolence. 
—_<>— 
RELIGIOUS 'TOLERATION. 

“ The greatest of these is charity.” 1 Cor. xiii. 15. 

The good opinion of the world is courted, and the 
censure of the world dreaded by many whose pre- 
tensions argue altogether a different rule of conduct. 


Pride is at the bottom. * What will the people say ?” 
The principle, or thing itself, is not so much con- 
sidered as the opinion which mankind have of it. 
It is to be feared that very few “overcome the 
world” in any considerable degree, according to 
the true sense of the term. The world is upper- 
most. So potent is this pride, this love of the world, 
that, when po other alteruative is presented butto 
sacrifice a friend, the truth, or the world, * faith and 
hope” are forgotten, and pride is all-prevailing. We 
do believe that charity, (or love,) such as proceeds 
from above, is sufficient to overcome the world. We 
also believe, that the world overcomes every thing 
else. The man who first considers how the world 
will view any thing that is presented to him, instead 
of considering his duty, and how God will view it, 
may have made great advances in religious society, 
in popularity, and in the world’s applause, but he 
has not yet learned the first letter in the alphabet 
of Christ. 
—=>— 

EXTRACT FROM PRICE’S SERMONS. 

How shocking will be our fate should any of us 
after all remain unsaved; and find that Christ lived 
and died in vain, as to any benefit we shall derive 
from him? I am sensible that there are some very 
wise and good Christians who think this cannot be 
the case ultimately with any human being; and 
that even the impenitent will (after a severity of 
future punishment proportioned to the different de- 
grees of guilt) be recovered to virtue and happiness ; 
and thus Christ’s triumph over sin and death be- 
come at last universal and complete. This is an 
opinion which the feelings of every benevolent man 
would determine him eagerly to embrace, could it 
be shown to be consistent with the language of 
scripture ; and I dare not pronounce that it is not 
so. But God forbid, that any of us should risk upon 
it the existence of our immortal souls; or suffer such 
an expectation to render us less fearful of the con- 
sequences of vice. 

aii 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

QUERIES, RESPECTING THE DEVIL. 

The clergy, who believe, and teach others to be- 
lieve, that there is an immortal, spiritual being, who 
was once a holy angel in heaven, and who by trans- 
gression and rebellion against God, fell from his 
moral rectitude, for which he was cast out of heaven 
down to a place which they call hell, there to be 
confined and tormented, in a lake of fire and brim- 
stone to all eternity ; and who tempted Eve in the 
garden of Eden, in the form of a serpent, and who 
now tempts every man and woman in the whole 
world, to all the sin which is committed, and who 
intends thereby to provoke God, who sent him to 
hell, to send us there too; which being, the clergy 
call the Devil, are humbly called upon to give us, in 
short, all the information on this subject in their 
possession, which they may think will not endanger 
their craft to disclose. As a good reason for calling 
for this information, may be stated the fact, that 
there are many people, who not only disbelieve this 








doctrine, on which the clergy wholly depend for 
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their standing in this world, but who go so far as to 
treat it with no small disrespect. Should this dan- 
gerous heresy, of denying this fundamental doctrine 
of the devil, generally prevail, even a novice, with half 


an eye can see the whole foundation of the popular 
bierarchy at once swept away. 

As some are so vainly curious as to ask, how it 
happened that sin should originate in heavey, and 
how it Was possible for the devil, who was confined 
in hell, to have the opportunity of dressing binself 
up in a serpent and visiting Eve in Eden, and how 
it is that he being in hell confined, can be present 
with every man, woman, and child in the whole 
world, it might be well to stop the mouths of these 
querists 'y plain and direct answers to their ques- 
tions. 

— 
From the Rochester Magazine. 
NEW SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 18, a number of persons, 
believing in the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
met according to the public notice, at their usual 
place of worship in Carroll-street, and formed them- 
selves into a society, according to the law of the 
state. Having appointed Br. John S. Thompson, 
chairman, and Henry S. Hanna, clerk, to preside in 
the meeting, they proceeded to elect their officers, 
and pass the following resolutions: 

1. This society shall be denominated THE FIRST 
ONIVERSALIST society of Rochester, Monroe 
county, New-York. 

2. The following creep shall form the religious 
constitution of the society : 

We believe in one eternal, unchangeable, and in- 
finitely wise, good and powerful Lord God; who is 
the SOLE creator, proprietor aad governor of the 
universe, the COMMON FATHER AND IMPARTIAL 
BENEFACTOR OF ALL MANKIND. 


We believe Jehovah, who spoke in time past by) 


the Jewish Prophets, hath spoken to us by his son 
Jesus Christ; whom he hath appointed HEIR oF 
ALL THINGS; and by whom, as the Mediator, he 
will bring all his intelligent offspring to eternal pu- 
rity and happiness. 

We believe virtue and happiness, vice and mis- 
ery, are inseparably connected, as cause and effect; 
and consequently in order to be happy, men must 
do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with their 
God. 

3. All applicants, who maintain a good moral 
character, and are willing to sign the constitution, 
by giving their names to the clerk, shall be eligible 
to membership, at any subsequent meeting of the 
society. 

—~—>—. 
A GOOD HINT TO A CATHOLIC. 

A Protestant, who rented a small farm from Alex- 
ander, duke of Gordon, having fallen behind in his 
payments, a Vigilant steward, in his grace’s absence, 
seized the farmer's stock, and advertised it to be 
sold by auction on a fixed day. The duke happily 
returned home in the interval, afd the tenant went 
to hin to supplicate for indulgence. ‘ What is the 
matter, Domald >” said the duke, as he saw him en- 





ter with sad downcast looks. Donald told his sor 
rowful tale in a concise natural manner: It touc}y, i 
the duke’s heart, and produced a formal acquittanc: 
of the debt. Donald, as he cheerfully Withdrew, 
was staring at the pictures and images he saw in the 
ducal hall, and expressed to the duke, in a homely 
way, a wish to know what they were. “These. 
(said the duke, who was a Roman Catholic,) are th. 
saints who intercede with God for me.” “ My Duke. 
(said Donald,) would it not be better to apply your. 
self directly to God? I went to muckle Sawney 
Gordon, and to little Sawney Gordon ; but if | had 
not come to your grace’s self, I could not have go: 
my discharge, and both I and my bairns had beep 
harried.” (7. €, turned out from house and home. 
Rel. Inte) 
—=<— 

INEFFICACY OF FORMAL PRAYER. 

In one of the assemblies in America, during her 
war with Great Britain, wherein there was a major- 
ity of Presbyterians, a law was proposed to forbid 
the praying for the King by the Episcopalians, who 
however, could not conveniently omit that praver, 
it being prescribed in their Liturgy. Dr. Franklin, 
one of the members, seeing that such a law woul) 
occasion more disturbance than it was worth, said 
that he thought it quite unnecessary, for, added 
he, “those people have, to my certain knowledge, 
been praying constantly these twenty years past, 
that God would give the King and his council wis 
dom, and we all know that not the least notice has eve: 
been taken of that prayer; so that it is plain they 
have no interest in the court of heaven.” The house 
smiled, and the motion was dropt. 

Franklin’s Memoirs, vol. vi. p. 699. 
—— 
NEW PUBLICATION. 

We have received the first Number of the “ Mes- 
SENGER OF PEACE,” edited by our Br. Richard 
Carrique, (formerly editor of the Hartford “ Rel: 
gious Inquirer,”) and published in Hudson, sem 
monthly, at one dollar per annum. Subscription 
to the above received at this office. 

—~=- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
SUBJECT. 
“ The Second Death” —Rev. xx. 14. 

The “ Society tor the Investigation and Estat 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolertons 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even 
ing next, at seven o’clock. 

—j— 
LINES 
Said to be written by an Idiot. 


With ink was the whole ocean fill'd, 

Was the whole earth of parchment made, 
Was every single stick a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade ; 


To write the love of God alone 
Would drain the ocean dry, 

The scrawl would not contain the whole 
Theugh sivetch'd from sky to sky. 





— 





5 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLAR 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
NERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STBEETs 
Pagable in .ddrance. 








